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“I Heard it in My Language”
preparing
to leave
Tanzania a number of years
ago, LBT missionary Dr.
Michael Megahan visited
each of the churches in
the East of Lake Victoria
diocese. During one
visit, a young woman
approached him, asking if he
Rev. Larry and Mae Johnson
remembered her. He did not.
She then explained that her father
was one of the shamans Michael had
regularly ministered to in previous
years. “My father never came to faith,”
she said. “But every time you came
to talk to him about Jesus Christ, I
stood behind the wall and listened to
what you were saying.”
The woman, who was a prostitute
at that time, realized she was a
Alvina Federwitz
sinner. “But I heard you say ‘God
loves you’, and for the irst time I heard it in my
language.” Even though she regarded herself as the
lowest of the low, the assurance that God cherished
her brought her to faith.
That’s Michael’s favorite story from over 30 years
of ministry. He, along with wife Jo Ann, shared this
and other stories with LBT staff during a recent visit to
LBT’s international ofices to celebrate their retirement
from full-time service—and their new status as adjunct
missionaries serving with LBT.
The Megahans, along with Rev. Larry and Mae
Johnson and Alvina Federwitz, have reached that much
sought after retirement milestone, but their service
with LBT continues. Collectively, they have 100 years
of experience in Bible translation. “We want to tap
into all that knowledge and expertise,” said Rev. Rich
Rudowske, LBT’s director for program ministries.

WHILE

LBT’s participation in the Bible translation
movement is evolving from the days of operating
every facet of a language program. “While we
still send full time resident missionaries for some
of the work we do, other situations require only
periodic intensive engagement,” said Rich. “This
is best accomplished by those with the wealth of
experience the Johnsons, Megahans, and Alvina
bring—experience
hard earned through
years of residential
cross cultural work
and continuing
professional
development. The
adjunct missionary
role is a way that we
can engage them on
a part time, project
Rev. Michael and Jo Ann Megahan
speciic basis.”
In fact, Michael has
already begun a dialogue with two language groups
in Tanzania, East Africa. The Kerewe and Kara people
live on Ukerewe Island in Lake Victoria. Michael will
help establish translation projects for these remote
communities. Larry, who served as a translator and
translation consultant in West Africa and Southern Africa,
will periodically assist the Khwedam translation team
in Botswana as well as new projects starting up. And
don’t be surprised to see Alvina—missionary in Liberia
for over 40 years—representing LBT at conventions and
churches across the U.S.
Continued on page 2
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More than a Hobby
[David Snyder, Director for Development ]
Lobby has been in the news quite a bit
over the past couple years for their stance
as a private company guided by personally held Christian
principles. Founded as a part-time business in the Green
family’s living room 45 years ago, the company has
grown to become a $4 billion dollar business
Mart Green is the son of David Green, the
founder of Hobby Lobby. Mart is still part of
the Hobby Lobby business, and he is also
a notable businessman and entrepreneur
Mission Event
Mart Green
in his own right; he started his irst
business (Mardel, a retail chain of Bible
May 3, 2017
bookstores and more) when he was 19
Concordia Missouri
years old. He has received awards for
his work in Christian retailing. Like his
www.lbt.org/events
father and his brother, God has not only
blessed Mart’s business activities, but also
his ability to inluence people and institutions
toward greatness. Have you seen the movie
The End of the Spear? Thank Mart. Do you use
the free Bible app (YouVersion) on your phone or tablet?
Mart had a big part. Heard about the amazing new
Museum of the Bible coming to Washington DC? Thank
Mart’s brother Steve.
That all began as a result of a trip Mart took a number
As you can see, the Green family inluence extends
of years ago. Though he’d sold tens of thousands of
beyond business. And Mart’s inluence has reached me
Bibles through his bookstores, this was the irst time he
as well. He has a growing impact in the world of Bible
witnessed a group of people receive the Bible in their
translation.
own language. Later that night, in a tiny “hotel” room…
But I shouldn’t tell Mart’s story. You need to hear him
for yourself. His concern for the Bible-less peoples in the
world is certainly more than a hobby.
“I Heard it in My Language”
On May 3rd in Concordia, Missouri, Mart Green will be
Continued from page 1
our featured Mission Event speaker. Come hear Mart’s
story from his own lips. Join us on Wednesday evening,
These veteran missionaries have left the foreign
May 3, 2017 in Concordia, Missouri. We’re easy to
mission ield and full-time service, but their hearts are
ind—right off I-70—and there are nearby hotels where
still very much engaged with the mission of LBT. Their
you can book a room.
titles may have changed, but as adjunct missionaries
We hope you will join us for an informative
they will still depend upon faithful supporters to pray and
and
inspiring evening with Mart Green. RSVP at
cover the costs related to the important work they will
www.lbt.org/events.
May your inluence also reach far
be doing. If you are already supporting them, we thank
and
wide!
you and ask that you continue your prayer and inancial

HOBBY

MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR!

contributions. If you would like to partner with one or
more, visit lbt.org/missionaries.
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We’ve Been Invited!
[Rev. Rich Rudowske, Director for Program Ministries]
great to receive an invitation, especially for an
organization like LBT. Thanks be to God that
so many are so interested in having Scripture in their
languages! We have received requests for personnel
and assistance from partners in Ethiopia, Sierra Leone,
Madagascar, and Namibia. There have been invitations
to explore the possibility of working among language
communities in Indonesia, Bhutan, Madagascar, Papua
New Guinea, and Southeast Asia. The call to ‘come over
to Macedonia and help us’ is multiplying on the doorstep
of Lutheran Bible Translators.
As we begin 2017, LBT missionaries and
international associates are working among 61 language
communities in 13 countries on three continents with
an impact audience of over 18 million people. We have
helped to publish 42 New Testaments and four complete
Bibles. But though we’re beginning new work in two
language communities in Botswana and Tanzania, I
had to turn away or delay grant and project proposals
for our involvement in 12 new language communities—
representing 5.5 million people—still waiting for the Word
of God. At this time we either do not have the inancial
resources or the missionary teams to begin these
potential new projects.
This is certainly disappointing, but if we look at the
bigger picture we have reason to give thanks. As we

IT’S

LBT was able to help the Nsenga people translate their
New Testament, but millions of people are still waiting.

enter this year celebrating the 500th anniversary of the
start of the Reformation, we see that the Lord is at work
ushering in a new Reformation in His church throughout
the world, stirring up a desire for His Word in the heart
language of millions of people. In the same way that
Scripture in the common language ignited the return
of the Gospel to medieval Europe, so heart language
Scripture can ignite a movement in the Christian church
in Africa, Asia, and the Paciic islands.
We strongly believe that in our Lutheran communities
around the world we have the capacity to answer these
Continued on page 4

Am I Hearing Things?
[Rev. Nathan Esala]
gone back to rest in my room after an
afternoon of translation checking in
Gbintiri, Ghana, when I heard the voices of some of the
translators talking. I thought maybe there was something
else they needed from me before our next checking
session. I went over to the window to look and saw only
the watchman with his phone.
He was listening to the audio Komba New Testament!
And the voices I heard were some of the Komba
translators I’d just been working with. Several of them
had been readers for the recording.
At the dedication for the audio version of the Komba
New Testament, many people obtained memory cards
for their phones, giving them ready access to God’s

I HAD

Word in their own language. Audio Scripture is an
effective, far reaching way to get the New Testament
into the hands (and ears!) of people who may not be
able to read or who are unable to obtain a printed copy
of their own.
How wonderful to see (and hear) this in action.
What a great way for a watchman to pass the time on
a muggy afternoon!
Rev. Nathan and Sarah Esala and family spent
10 years in Ghana, serving with the Komba New Testament
translation team. They returned to the U.S. after the New
Testament was dedicated in 2014. Nathan continues
as translation advisor to the Komba while pursuing
a PhD in Contextual Bible Study. To learn more visit
lbt.org/project/rev-nathan-sarah-esala/.
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We’ve Been Invited!
Continued from page 3

calls and engage in these places to which the Lord is
calling us. We invite you to partner with LBT—and all
those who are reaching out to us—to participate in
God’s mission to make His Word known throughout the
world. Give a gift to the Every Language Fund or the
New Missionary Training Fund. Choose a missionary
or project to support with your prayers and inancial
gifts. Is the Lord calling you, or someone you know, to
missionary service with LBT?
This work is God’s mission. Long before us, our
brothers and sisters in the faith did great things to
spread the Gospel throughout the world. Now it’s our
turn, our time. You’ve been invited. Say yes!

In the Language
of Their People
[Emily Wilson, Mobilization Coordinator]
Veekuhane (Kuhane people) of southern
Africa are hungry for God’s Word in their own
Chiikuhane (Kuhane language) heart language.
Language surveys estimate that there are over 40,000
Chiikuhane speakers, with about half living in Botswana.
The Veekuhane people traditionally settled along the
Zambezi River and its tributaries. Like other minority
language groups in Botswana, they were isolated
from the greater population. According to Dr. Michael
Megahan, because of this isolation, the Chiikuhane
language “is a vital language being used as the primary
language of communication by all age groups and in
all contexts.” Their heart language continues to have a
deep impact upon their cultural identity.
For the past several years, Lutheran Bible Translators
has been connecting with Chiikuhane speakers to
lay a foundation for a translation project. In 2016,
Chiikuhane speakers began to volunteer their time and
skills to work alongside Michael, who served with the
Kalanga translation in Botswana until the end of 2016
and is currently an LBT adjunct missionary. Together,
they started translating the Gospel of John into the
Chiikuhane language and have already completed
sixteen chapters.
The Chiikuhane Bible translation project has now
begun formally translating Scripture. Rob Hilbert, LBT’s
Southern Africa ield representative, has also visited the

THE
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Listed below are two of our most recent
projects. This is a great way for you, your
family, small group, or LWML to participate in
God’s mission through LBT.

Teach a man to ish… Did you ever think
about all of the nuances contained within the text
of the Bible? Our translators work with colleagues
from the language community to produce the most
natural, accurate, and beautiful texts. In order to effectively equip our partners, we send them to training
on an annual basis to learn about Biblical languages
and discourse, orthography (writing systems),
language and grammar. We currently have eight colleagues in training and need to expand to 15 worldwide in 2017 to meet the needs. Every $2,000 funds
one partner for training.
GOAL: $30,000 DESIGNATE: ‘INTERNATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP’
lbt.org/project/international-scholarships/

Literacy for life… Literacy is something
that many of us take for granted. Think about how
many parts of your life are dependent on the ability
to read and write: taking medicine correctly, illing out paperwork for school or medical expenses,
participating in the election process. Our partners
at LIBTRALO (Liberia Bible Translation and Literacy
Organization) are going into the hard to reach areas
of the country to support basic literacy skills using primers and Scriptures previously translated in
partnership with LBT missionaries. Every $30 gift
funds one week of literacy classes for 10 people. A
weekly session is planned for each month of the year
for seven different minority languages of Liberia. Your
gift helps build personal capacity in mother tongue
literacy, building skills for life and increasing access
to God’s Word for these marginalized communities.
GOAL: $10,000 DESIGNATE: ‘LITERACY FOR LIFE’
lbt.org/project/literacy-for-life/

Reviewing literacy materials in the Kpelle language of Liberia.

It’s Elementary!
[Michael Ersland]

By learning how to ask questions
related to my senses, I am able to
learn about the world and how the
local people experience it. I learn
what the Komba say when referring
to sweet food. I can ask if my teacher
hears what I hear. Just as this opens
up a world of learning for children, it
also opens up a world of learning for
me.
Though I’ve started working in the
translation ofice, I’ll continue learning
how to use language to describe the
world around me and how God uses
language to share His interaction with
the world. What a gift language is!

does a shoe, salt,
glasses, rocks,
and chickens clucking all have in
common?
Any guesses? Think back to your
elementary science classes. Do
you remember doing an experiment
when learning about the ive
senses? You put your hand in a box
and tried to guess what you felt.
Michael is learning many things in addition to the
You closed your eyes as you tasted
Komba language and culture. He’s learned to ride
different foods and guessed what
a motorcycle, be his own electrician, and how
you just tried.
to hoe a Ghanaian ield, just to name a few.
Well, that is just what I did
for one of my Komba language
Michael serves as translation advisor with the Komba Old
learning classes here in Ghana. My teacher taught me
Testament Project in Ghana. To learn more visit
questions and words related to using my senses. As
lbt.org/project/Michael-ersland/.
people, we use our senses to learn about the world
around us. We use language to express what we smell
(shoes don’t smell good here either), taste, see, touch,
and hear (chickens make plenty of noise!).

WHAT

God’s Amazing Timing
[Staff Writers ]
Tilahun Mendedo, former president of
Concordia College Alabama, has accepted the
position of Executive Development Oficer with LBT.
After years of preparation, praying, and planning, the
leadership of LBT felt it was time to expand our capacity
to help more Lutherans increasingly participate in Bible
translation. In this issue of The Messenger you will read
how the Spirit is developing our relationships and work
in Ethiopia. Just at this moment, God brought LBT and
Dr. Mendedo together.
A native of Ethiopia, Dr. Mendedo served in multiple
capacities with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus (EECMY), including evangelist, youth leader,
church elder, Bible school teacher, project director
and curriculum advisor for the theological centers in
Ethiopia. He also served as school administrator of
the Theological Training Center of the EECMY-Central
Ethiopia Synod in Addis Ababa, and coordinator of the
Mobile Bible Schools of the Mekane Yesus.

DR.

Dr. Mendedo served as
pastor of Faith Lutheran
Church in Mobile, Alabama,
and taught as an adjunct
professor of philosophy at the
University of South Alabama
and Spring Hill College. He
has academic memberships in
American Missiology Society,
Evangelical Missiological
Society, and the Lutheran
Society for Missiology. He
Dr. Tilahun Mendedo
earned his bachelor’s degree
in counseling, a master’s in
systematic theology, and a
PhD in missiology from Concordia Theological Seminary,
Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
Dr. Mendedo and his wife, Aberash Aklilu, have three
children. They reside in Mobile, Alabama.
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A Matter of the Heart
[David Snyder, Director for Development]
is central to life. When it works
well, it pumps blood to all parts
of the body, maintaining health and life. I think that’s why
we use “heart” in so many metaphors. A heart of stone.
A heart of gold. Speak from the heart.
Our mission is to make God’s Word accessible “to
those who do not yet have it in their heart language.”
Many places in the world use a trade language for
commerce and education. But people use their heart
language to convey emotion, truth, and love.
For more than 50 years, LBT has been making God’s
Word accessible around the world in Shiyeyi, Kwanja,
Gola, and in many other heart languages for millions of
people off the beaten track.

THE HEART

Partnership Between
LBT and Mekane
Yesus Afirmed
Executive Director Dr. Mike Rodewald signed
an oficial agreement with the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, on January 30, with Dr. Wakseyoum
Idosa, Presiding President of the EECMY. Although
partnering in
translation efforts
for several years,
this agreement
paves the way
for greater
opportunities
and involvement
for LBT with
Bible translation
Dr. Wakseyoum Idosa and Dr. Mike Rodewald
with the EECMY
in Ethiopia.
“I am excited about the new opportunities that this
mission partnership affords,” said Dr. Rodewald. “God’s
Word is for all people and through this partnership we
are able to reach the remote peoples of Ethiopia with
God’s Word through their own languages.”

LBT
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We’re doing great things—things the church has
never before been able to accomplish. Your heart may
tell you that now is the time to more deeply participate in
this critically foundational ministry.
Has God been stirring your heart to increase your
monthly or annual contribution to Bible translation? Or to
start contributing now? I encourage you to do just that.
Perhaps a planned estate gift may be the way you can
best honor the Great Commission. If so, talk with your
family, tax advisor, and estate planner.
More than 180 million hearts still wait to learn
about their Lord and Savior. They need God’s Word in
their heart language. These people rarely make the front
page or the top of any newscast, yet their lives have
great value.
“The language of the heart…” Not the language
of their lips, or the language they learned in school.
What more important mission is there than to speak to
the heart?

Interested in Charitable Bequests?
For more information, return this coupon to David
Snyder, Lutheran Bible Translators, PO Box 789,
Concordia, MO 64020.
Your name_______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Phone __________________________________________

Making a Gift?
Your tax-deductible gift can be made by check or credit
card. Please use the enclosed self-addressed envelope.
Credit Card:

❍ Visa ❍ Mastercard ❍ Discover ❍ American Express
Credit Card Number ______________________________
Expiration Date ___________________________________
Name on Card ___________________________________
Amount of Gift ___________________________________
Signature ________________________________________
❍ I would like to make a regular monthly donation

by major credit card

❍ I would like to make a one-time gift

Additional on-line giving opportunities are available
at lbt.org/donate/giving-options.

In the Language of Their People

LBT PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT
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October 1—December 31, 2016
Unaudited
4th Quarter

Unaudited
Year-to-date

region. Rob asked representatives of the Veekuhane
people why they wanted the Bible translated into their
own language. Their response?
They hope that the translation of the Bible into the
Chiikuhane language will help them preserve their
language, culture, and identity. They want to encourage
younger generations of Chiikuhane speakers to take
pride in their own language. But most importantly, they
desire to have a clear understanding of God’s Word
and His purpose, so that they can share Biblical truths
among the Veekuhane people.
Lutheran Bible Translators continues to strive for
natural, accurate, beautiful translations of God’s Word
into the heart languages of people around the world.
Please keep the Chiikuhane Bible translation project
in your prayers as they continue in dialogue and
collaboration to make God’s Word accessible to the
Veekuhane.

INCOME
Designated
General (Undesignated)
Restricted Funds
Bequests
Endowments
Total Income

664,355
481,377
32,921
317,422
1,311
$ 1,497,386
$

4th Quarter Income
General
(Undesignated)
32%

1,718,214
116,645
905,500
(2,442)
$ 4,803,351

4th Quarter Expenses
Program
83%

Bequests
21%

Restricted
Funds
2%
Designated
44%

$ 2,065,434

Administration
11%

Fundraising
6%

Endowments
1%

EXPENSES
Program
Administration
Fundraising
Total Expenses
Net Total

$

754,962
98,221
53,090
906,273
$ 591,113

$ 2,952,601

425,956
192,542
3,571,099
$ 1,232,252

Gift Designations
LBT makes every effort to honor donor designation
preferences, however, all gifts are subject to the
discretion and control of Lutheran Bible Translators.

NOTE: Major capital equipment and Endowment contributions are not
relected above.

CUT HERE

CUT HERE

Birthdays
March
1
2
9
22
24
26
28

Lisa Beckendorf, Botswana
Levi Federwitz*, Ghana
Maila Davies, Papua New
Guinea
Hannah Federwitz*, Ghana
Danny DeLoach,
United States
MaryJane Grulke*, Botswana
Mae Johnson, United States

April
13
17
20
22
25
26

Tim Beckendorf, Botswana
Annaka Esala*, United States
Dennis Malone, Asia
Carol Bunge, United States
Tom Holman, United States
Nancy Burmeister, United
States

May
6
11
12
13
13
15
15
15
17
19
25
28

Carl Grulke, Botswana
Mike Rodewald,
International Ofices
Tobias Kuhn*, Cameroon
Nathan Federwitz*,
Papua New Guinea
Julia Federwitz*,
Papua New Guinea
Janet Borchard,
Papua New Guinea
Michelle Miller, Southeast Asia
Emily Wilson,
International Ofices
Ali Federwitz, Ghana
Wesley DeLoach*,
United States
Mike Kuhn, Cameroon
Ken Bunge, United States

*missionary kid

Prayer partnership is the backbone of this ministry. Here are several
prayer concerns for which we ask your support. May God bless you abundantly!

BOTSWANA
■■

■■

CAMEROON
■■

Pray for Rob and Mical
Hilbert and their family as
they continue transitioning
to a new city in Botswana.
Pray that God will guide
Rob in his new role as ield
representative.

Pray for Rev. Mike and Kara
Kuhn and their family as they
serve alongside the Nizaa
people.
ETHIOPIA

Pray for the Kalanga Bible
translation project as they
prepare for the dedication of
the complete Bible.

■■

■■

Pray for blessings upon Dr.
Jim and Susan Kaiser as
they prepare for furlough this
summer.
Pray for continued progress
in the Zayse, Dirayta,
Konso, Ale, and Tsamakko
Bible translation projects.
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DID YOU KNOW…
You can print your own copy
of the Monthly Prayer Calendar.
Visit us.lbt.org/contact/prayer-calendar/
around the middle of each month to ind
the next month’s calendar in PDF format.
You can also ind additional resources at
lbt.org/contact/. Click on “Contact
and Resources” for a list of available materials.

Volunteers assisted with the assembly of this mailing!

GHANA
■■

■■

NIGERIA

Pray for Rev. David and
Valerie Federwitz and their
family as they prepare for
their furlough this summer.
Pray for Paul and Ali
Federwitz as they travel
for IT and member care
conferences this spring.

Pray for Becky Grossmann
as she travels to Liberia
to meet with national
co-workers in March.
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Pray for the Luke
partnership
program in Nigeria
as they participate
in workshops this
spring.
SIERRA LEONE

■■

LIBERIA
■■

■■

WINTER 2017

Pray that Amy Formella
will be fully funded so she
may begin her assignment
among the Mende people.

Prayer
&
Praise

■■

UNITED STATES

■■

Pray for Rev. Carl
and Kelsey Grulke
and Elliot and
Serena Derricks

■■

as they begin
concentrated
partnership
development.

Praise God for the birth of
Josephine Derricks this
winter.
Pray for the planning of
the summer conference of
the Concordia Missions
Institute (CMI). CMI is a joint
training program of Lutheran
Bible Translators and
Mission of Christ Network.

