
 

 
The Esala Family 

 
Nathan and Sarah Esala, 
along with their children 
Karissa (10), Annaka (6), 
Aili (3), and Isaac (1) 
have served as Lutheran 
Bible Translator (LBT) 
missionaries in Ghana, 
West Africa since 2003.  

 
Rev. Nathan serves the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG) 
as translation advisor for the Komba Bible Project. Over the past several 
years he has been learning the language, developing partnerships with the 
Komba church and community leaders, analyzing and documenting the 
linguistic features of the language, training translators, and checking 
translated drafts for biblical accuracy. In addition he has learned how to 
drive a hard bargain and a motorcycle, work with solar powered 
electricity, control water run off, and patch leaky roofs. 
 
Sarah is primarily responsible for household management and 
homeschooling their kids. She plans and executes three meals a day, 
barters for good prices at the local 
market, and tries to keep her family 
clothed. Drawing from her training as a 
registered nurse, she occasionally 
advises various people on medical issues 
and is pretty good at putting on band 
aids.  
 
The Esala kids enjoy the freedoms of 
living in a rural African setting. Often 
you can find them climbing trees to pick 
mangos and cashew fruit, helping friends with chores, or riding bikes. 
They also thrive at mud pie creations and can’t turn down an 
opportunity to hear a story read aloud, which is their favorite part of 
school. 

 
P l e a s e  P r a y  
 
●  Pray that the Komba will encounter God through his Word 

in life-changing ways. 
 

● Pray for Creativity, Unity, Diligence, and Integrity for the 
translators as they work towards an accurate and engaging 
expression of the Bible in the Komba language. 

 

●  Pray that the Esala family will be a living expression of 
Christ’s love through their interactions with each other and 
the Ghanaians they live among.  

 
 

 
To find out more  

about the  
Esala ministry, visit 
www.esalas.org or 

www.LBT.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS, INC. 
 

USA: PO Box 2050 
 Aurora, IL  60507-2050 
 (630) 897-0660 
 1-800-532-4253 
 Email:  Info@LBT.org 
 Website: www.LBT.org 
 
CANADA: Box 934 
 Kitchener, Ontario  N2G 4E3 
 (519) 742-3361 

Our mission is 
“to prepare 

God’s people for 
works of service 
so the body of 
Christ may be 

built up.” 
 

(Ephesians 4:12) 
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