
2. W e  w e re  e xpecting th e  b irth  of our ne w  ch ild 
around th e  m iddle  of August and our goal w as to 
b e  up in Appleton, W I for th e  b irth .

W h e n Lisa found out sh e  w as e xpecting, our first 
conce rn w as w h e re  to give  b irth . Do w e  stay in 
Botsw ana, go to South  Africa or Nam ib ia (b ette r 
h ospitals), or sh ould w e  go back  to th e  State s? Afte r 
m uch  th ough t, praye r, and advice  w e  de cide d it w ould 
b e  b e st to com e  back  to th e  State s. Th e  h e alth  care  
system  in Botsw ana is not all th at w onde rful and w e  
h ad b e e n told h orror storie s from  colleague s in our 
are a about b irth  e xpe rie nce s. W e  also k ne w  of m any 
b irth s th at e nde d in th e  baby or th e  m oth e r or both  
dying. W h ile  th e se  can all h appen anyw h e re , th e  
fre que ncy se e m e d m uch  h igh e r in Botsw ana. Going to 
Nam ib ia or South  Africa w ould h ave  involved 
e xpe nse s for lodging and such  and w e  d idn't k now  
anyone  th e re  so it w ould h ave  b e e n ch allenging. 

W e  w ante d to b e  in Appleton for th e  b irth  so th at th e  
Beck e ndorf sid e  of th e  fam ily could  b e  th e re  for h is 
b irth . Aaron w as born in St. Louis ne ar th e  Eck e rt 
fam ily. 

At th e W ell
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W h at are  w e  doing h e re?

Th is past m onth  h as involved project planning for 
2008. W e  h ave  b e e n look ing at all th e  goals th at w e  
w ant to accom plish  in Botsw ana and devising 
strategie s for re alizing th ose  goals. So w ith  goals and 
objective s occupying th e  fore front of our m inds, plans 
and planning naturally spilled ove r into th is praye r 
lette r. So, gue ss w h at, w e  are  going to look  at som e  of 
th e  goals w e  h ad for th is furlough  in th e  Unite d 
State s and se e  h ow  w e  are  accom plish ing th em .

W e  h ad four m ain goals for th is furlough :

1. Lisa's dad suffe re d  a strok e  on M arch  31 and 
w as h ospitalize d. W e  cam e  back  to th e  State s 
e arlie r th an originally planne d w ith  th e  goal of 
h elping out Lisa's m om  during th is d ifficult tim e .

Lisa's dad, Le roy Eck e rt, is still in th e  h ospital. H e  
ne e ds h ospital care  b e cause  h e  still h as a trach e a tub e  
and h as se cretions in h is lungs th at ne e d to b e  
suctione d out pe riodically. H ow eve r, h e  is also doing 
re h ab  and is getting stronge r. W e  h ad h ope d h e  w ould 
b e  h om e  by now , but it look s lik e  th at probably w on't 
b e  h appening for quite  a w h ile  b e cause  of th e  th e  
trach e a tub e  and th e  infection in h is lungs. 

W e  staye d w ith  Lisa's m om  from  th e  tim e  w e  lande d 
in th e  State s in th e  latte r part of April until th e  5th  of 
July. Lisa and h e r m om  drove  into St. Louis eve ryday 
and Aaron and I a couple  tim e s a w e e k  or so to visit 
Lisa's dad in th e  h ospital. Lisa and h e r m om  b egan 
using public transportation (m etro link  train and 
buse s) once  h e r dad w as in a facility re ach able  by 
public transportation. Lisa's m om  continue s to go into 
St. Louis alm ost eve ry day to visit and is getting quite  
ade pt at "riding th e  rails", k now ing w h e re  th e  various 
bus line s connect w ith  th e  trains, e tc. 

O ur praye r is for spe e dy h e aling w h ich  w ould e nable  
dad to com e  h om e  soon.

Jesus answ ered , "Everyone w h o d rink s th is w ater w ill be th irsty again, but w h oever d rink s th e w ater I give h im  w ill never th irst. Indeed , 
th e w ater I give h im  w ill becom e in h im  a spring of w ater w elling up to eternal life." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)

Andre w  Alexande r Beck e ndorf



W ell, th is goal w as accom plish e d quite  nicely. Andre w  
Alexande r Beck e ndorf arrive d tw o w e e k s e arlie r th an 
e xpecte d on July 30th , but eve ryth ing w e nt 
e xceptionally w ell. W e  re ce ive d fantastic tre atm ent 
from  th e  staff at th e  h ospital and Andre w  w as off to a 
gre at start. H e  e nte re d th e  w orld at 5 pounds 14 oz 
and w as 18 inch e s long. At h is one  m onth  w e igh -in 
h e  h ad already gaine d tw o pounds. 

Praise  God for a safe  and succe ssful b irth  and please  
pray th at both  Aaron and Andre w  w ill rem ain 
h e alth y and strong, in body and in faith .

3. Reconnect w ith  our partne rs in th is m inistry 
and h opefully gain som e  ne w  partne rs.

W e  h ave  b e e n h aving a th orough ly e njoyable  tim e  
visiting w ith  as m any of our partne rs as w e  are  able. 
It is a re al joy to sh are  w ith  you th e  w ork  th at is 
going on in Botsw ana th ank s to your support. W e  
re gret th at w e  are  not able  to m ak e  it to all th e  place s 
th at w e  w ould lik e  and pray th at if w e  h aven't visite d 
w ith  you you'll unde rstand our lim itations th is tim e  
around. W e  are  in th e  proce ss of m ak ing our 
pre se ntation into a self running com pute r base d 
pre se ntation so th at if you'd lik e  us to "visit" 
electronically w e  can. Please  let us k now  if you'd lik e  
to try th is out. 

Also, you can vie w  our curre nt spe ak ing sch e dule  
online  at w w w .lbt.org/b eck e ndorf. Click  on "New s" 
and th e re  you w ill se e  a link  to our sch e dule. If w e  are  
in your ne igh borh ood, please  stop by to se e  us. W e 'd 
love  to se e  you!

4. Spend som e  tim e  w ith  our fam ilie s.

From  April 25th  until July 5th  w e  staye d w ith  Lisa's 
m om  in Re d Bud, IL and did ve ry little  traveling 
outside  of th e  St. Louis and South e rn Illinois are a. 
Th is gave  Lisa's m om  (and dad, w h e n w e  visite d th e  
h ospital) som e  grandpare nt tim e  w ith  Aaron and lots 
of daugh te r tim e  w ith  Lisa. Since  th e n, w e 've  b e e n 
base d in Appleton, W isconsin ne ar m y fam ily, w h ich  
h as given th em  a lot of opportunity to get to k now  
th e ir grandsons, Aaron and Andre w . W e  also h ad th e  
pleasure  of joining th em  in cele brating th e ir 50th  
w e dding annive rsary at th e  e nd of July. It w as a m ost 
m em orable  event.

W e  praise  God for our fam ilie s and ask  th at H e  w ould 
continue  to ble ss and k e e p th em  all safely in H is care .

 Corre spondence  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support th is m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  out to 
Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y are  
for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : h ttps://lbt.gospelcom .net/involve/giftse c.ph p

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, Aaron and  Andrew  Beck endorf

Aaron, e njoying h im self as h e  ch e ck s out th e  tractors 
at Mark  and Sh irle y Masch off's farm  in M inne sota!




