
At th e  W ell
Tim  and Lisa Beck e ndorf, LBT m issionarie s in Botsw ana

Lite racy W ork sh op
In August, th e  K h w e dam  language  com m itte e  h eld a 
lite racy w ork sh op. W ell, it w as a lite racy w ork sh op of 
sorts.  All of th e  pe ople  th at attende d could already 
re ad and w rite  Setsw ana or English  and th e  
w ork sh op's focus w as on teach ing th em  to re ad and 
w rite  th e ir ow n language , K h w e dam .  So, w h at is th e  
d iffe re nce  and w h y w ould a w ork sh op b e  ne ce ssary? 
Th e  com m itte e  h as opte d to use  sym bols from  th e  
Inte rnational Ph onetic Alph ab et to re pre se nt th e  
click s in th e ir language  and th e se  sym bols look  a b it 
strange  to th e  untraine d pe rson. Most of th e  tim e  
spe nt at th e  w ork sh op w as to teach  th e  stude nts to 
re ad and w rite  th e  click  sym bols.  To assist th em  in 
th is task , w e  produce d 
seve ral m ate rials. First w e  
m ade  a book let on th e  click s 
th at h ad th e  w ords using th e  
click  sym bols and picture s 
re pre se nting th e  w ords.  Th e  
language  h as 9  d iffe re nt 
variations for e ach  of th e  
four click s so th e  book let 
gave  e xam ple s of e ach  of th e  
variations for e ach  click . It 
w as quite  an e ffort to put it all togeth e r but w as 
w orth  it. Th e  book s w e re  w ell rece ive d by th e  te ach e rs 
and th e  stude nts, som e  of th em  com m enting th at 
th e y finally h ave  som eth ing th at th e y can use  to 
practice  re ading.

W e  also m ade  tw o trilingual book lets on anim als. 
Again, e ach  anim al h ad a picture  and th e  nam e  of 
th e  anim al in K h w e dam , Setsw ana, and English . 
Lastly w e  h ad a tw o page  “book let” containing a 
couple  of storie s th at Tim  h ad re corde d and 
transcrib e d from  elde rs in th e  com m unitie s about 

h ow  life  use d to b e .  W e  are  now  w ork ing on plans for 
th e  ne xt w ork sh op, th ink ing of w ays to build on w h at 
w e nt w ell th is tim e , and w ays to im prove  are as th at 
are  w e ak .

Som e  of th e  stude nts and th e ir te ach e r at th e  w ork sh op

Not quite  re ach ing for th e  stars...
Th e  late st w e e k e nd project w e  com plete d w as installing 
a solar system . O nce  again, alth ough  th e  h ouse  is 
w ire d for electricity, you can't count on h aving pow e r 
w h e n you ne e d it. Th e  longe st w ith out pow e r so far 
h as only b e e n tw o days but th at is a long tim e  w h e n 
you rely on a fan to k e e p cool, com pute rs to do w ork , 
and a fridge  to k e e p your food.  So, ove r th e  course  of 
tw o w e e k e nds w e  put up a tow e r and a platform  for 
solar panels, m ounte d th e  panels, and w ire d th e  
controlle r, th e  batte rie s, and th e  inve rte r. 

Je sus answ e re d, "Eve ryone  w h o drink s th is w ate r w ill b e  th irsty again, but w h oeve r drink s th e  w ate r I give  h im  w ill neve r th irst. Inde e d, th e  
w ate r I give  h im  w ill b ecom e  in h im  a spring of w ate r w elling up to ete rnal life ." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)



 Corre sponde nce  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support our m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  payable  
to Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y 
are  for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d 
to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : h ttps://lbt.gospelcom .net/involve/giftse c.ph p

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, and Aaron Beck e ndorf

• Please  continue  to pray for our language  and 
   culture  learning, th at w e  w ill b e  able  to 
   com m unicate  e ffectively and accurately.

• Please  pray for th e  pe ople  th at w e  w ork  w ith , so 
   m any are  infecte d w ith  H IV/AIDS. Please  pray 
   for a reve rsal of th e  e scalating rate  of infection.

• Finally, join us in th ank sgiving for all of you, 
   our partne rs, w h o faith fully rem em b e r our w ork  
   in your praye rs, and w h o give  so ge ne rously to 
   support our w ork  financially.

H ouse h old Setup Fund
W ith  all of th e  im provem ents w e 've  m ade  on th e  h ouse , 
w e 've  e xh auste d our h ouse h old setup fund. If you w ould 
lik e  to h elp re suscitate  th is account you m ay se nd  a 
contribution to Luth e ran Bible  Translator and m ak e  a 
note  th at it is for th e  Beck e ndorf H ouse h old Setup. W e  
w ould gre atly appre ciate  any h elp th at w e  re ce ive .

Aaron
W ith  all of th e  w e e k e nd projects going on h e re , Aaron 
h as b e e n a b ig h elp. H e  h as claim e d Tim 's stubby ratch et 
and a sock et and goe s around th e  h ouse  “fixing” th ings 
w ith  h is ne w  tool. H e  also h as a sm all block  of w ood 
th at is h is “h am m e r” w h ich  h e  also use s to “fix” th ings. 
W h e n h e 's not w ork ing w ith  h is tools, h e  builds 'pum ps' 
out of h is block s and 'fixe s' th em  (our w ate r pum p brok e  
rath e r spe ctacularly about a w e e k  afte r w e  h ad put it in, 
and Aaron w as th rilled to h elp Tim  fix it by h anding 
h im  tools).  

W ate r, w ate r, eve ryw h e re  but not a drop ...
You'd th ink  th at living ne xt to a rive r th e  village  w ould 
h ave  a consiste nt supply of w ate r at th e  standpipe s 
th rough out th e  village , but No.  For one  re ason or 
anoth e r th e re  is a fre que nt sh ortage  of w ate r.  W e  h ad 
finally h ad e nough  of relying on jugs of w ate r to get us 
th rough  th e  w ate r outage s and bough t a 250 gallon 
tank  and a pre ssure  pum p.  Tim  spe nt th re e  days 
installing and plum b ing eve ryth ing (parts are  a re al 
problem  to find up h e re ). Now  not only do w e  h ave  a 
supply of w ate r, w e  also finally h ave  e nough  w ate r 
pre ssure  to fill th e  h ot w ate r tank  th at is up ne ar th e  
roof of th e  h ouse . Now  w e  h ave  h ot w ate r w h e neve r w e  
ne e d it— w h at luxury!  W e  are  quite  h appy w ith  th e  
system  and our tim ing for installing it. Th e  w e e k  afte r 
th e  tank  w as in th e  village  taps w e re  dry for 7 days 
straigh t. O ur supply of w ate r in jugs w ould h ave  b e e n 
long spe nt and lik e  th e  re st of th e  village  w e  w ould 
h ave  b e e n lugging w ate r out of th e  lagoon b e h ind th e  
h ouse . O n a sid e  note , righ t now  th e  crocodile s h ave  
com e  out of tw o or th re e  m onth s of not e ating and are  
bulk ing up for m ating se ason, so fetch ing w ate r from  
th e  rive r is rath e r risk y. 

Aaron and h is pum ps




