
At th e  W ell
Tim  and Lisa Beck e ndorf, LBT m issionarie s in Botsw ana

Say W h at?

Th is past m onth  I (Tim ) h ave  b e e n busy w ith  transcrib ing 
te xt from  re cordings of storie s I h ad collecte d from  tw o 
village s. Th is h as b e e n a gre at w ay to tune  m y e ar to 
diffe re nt voice s oth e r th an th e  guys w h o re gularly h elp m e , 
to learn ne w  vocabulary, and to unde rstand h ow  longe r 
ch unk s of spe e ch  are  put togeth e r ... but it h as also b e e n a 
re al ch allenge.  Th e  past tw o days w e  w e re  w ork ing on a 
story from  a w om an th at I gue ss to b e  in h e r 9 0's.  Sh e  h as 
no te eth  and so all of th e  sounds th at are  m ade  against th e  
front te eth  are  m issing.  Th at m eans th at w h e re  you'd 
e xpect to h e ar a de ntal click  th e re  is no sound th at I'm  
fam iliar w ith .  Th ank fully th e  guys h elping m e  k now  w h at 
sounds sh ould b e  w h e re , oth e rw ise  I w ould h ave  com e  up 
w ith  som e  b izarre  w ords.  In anoth e r story, th e  m an 
telling it w ould contract and abbreviate  w ords so th at th e  
w ord 'taxunu' w h ich  is a conjunction m eaning 'but' or 
'also' w ould com e  out as 'ta'. Th e  w ord 'ta' h as a m ultitude  
of m eanings de pe nding on th e  conte xt but it neve r m e ans 
'but' or 'also'.  W ith out m y h elpe rs I w ould h ave  w ritten 'ta' 
and com e  up w ith  som e  inte re sting inte rpretations. 

So far w e  h ave  
finish e d 13 storie s 
and are  alm ost done  
w ith  tw o village s. Six 
oth e r village s w ould 
lik e  to re cord th e ir 
storie s also.  W h e n 
finish e d, e ach  village  
w ill h ave  a book let of 
th e ir storie s and an 
audio casse tte  to 
liste n to. W e  are  

h oping th at th is w ill w h et th e ir appetite  to h ave  m ore  
th ings w ritten and re corde d in K h w e dam , lik e  God's W ord!

Give  th ank s for Mose s and Male bogo, m y h elpe rs in th is 
project w h o are  ve ry de d icate d to th is w ork .

Please  pray th at m y unde rstanding of th e  language  w ill 
steadily incre ase .

W ork ing
"Ove rse as”

W e  h ave  b e e n 
doing all th e  
transcrib ing of 
th e  storie s on 
th e  oth e r sid e  
of th e  rive r in 
th e  village  of 
Ngarange  w h e re  th e  developm ent com m itte e  h as an office  
th at is not b e ing use d. Getting to th e  village  is h alf th e  fun. 
First, w e  cross th e  rive r on a fe rry th at eve ryone  calls th e  
pontoon b e cause  th at is w h at it is; a b ig pontoon boat th at 
is pow e re d by tw o outboard m otors.  It can h old up to four 
ve h icle s if th e y are  sm all enough . Th e n once  w e  drive  off 
on th e  oth e r sid e  w e  bounce  our w ay 18 m ile s to th e  office . 
Th e  “road” is a se rie s of sh ort stretch e s of sand and/or clay 
connecte d by pot h ole s.  Som e  of th e  h ole s are  b ig e nough  
to h ouse  a h e rd of goats -- or now  th at th e  rains h ave  
starte d, a sm all pod of h ippos. It tak e s about an h our or so 
to get to th e  office .  

Th e  vast m ajority of th e  K h w e  pe ople  in Botsw ana live  on 
th e  oth e r sid e  of th e  rive r and th e  village  of Ngarange  
w h e re  w e  are  doing th e  transcriptions is about in th e  
m iddle  of th e  population. W e  are  trying to give  th e  
language  and Bible  translation project as m uch  e xposure  
as w e  can, e ncouraging th e  com m unity to tak e  ow ne rsh ip 
of th e  project.  I've  h ad inform al m e etings w ith  seve ral of 
th e  pastors th e re , re que sting th e ir input and involvem ent 
in th e  project. O ne  of th e  pastors occasionally sits in on 
our transcription se ssions and w e  are  h oping th at th e  
inte re st w ill spre ad. 

Please  pray th at th e  K h w e  com m unity w ill re ally tak e  
ow ne rsh ip of th e  translation project 
so th at it w ill h ave  sustainab ility.

Give  th ank s for our ve h icle  th at h as 
h eld up ve ry w ell in spite  of h ard 
driving conditions.

Jesus answ ered , "Everyone w h o d rink s th is w ater w ill be th irsty again, but w h oever d rink s th e w ater I give h im  w ill never th irst. Indeed , 
th e w ater I give h im  w ill becom e in h im  a spring of w ater w elling up to eternal life." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)

Tim  w ork ing w ith  language  h elpe rs.

Th e  office  at Ngarange



M one y M atte rs

Part 1: Ve h icle  Fund
You m ay h ave  gath e re d from  our praye r lette rs th at our 
m inistry involve s quite  a b it of travel, e spe cially for Tim . I 
(Lisa) am  often left at h om e  alone  w ith  Aaron, and since  
w e  h ave  only th e  one  ve h icle  I h ave  no w ay of getting 
anyw h e re  sh ould th e  ne e d arise --or to pick  up Tim  if h is 
ve h icle  bre ak s dow n. W e  h ave  b e e n look ing for a good use d 
ve h icle , and are  conside ring one  ow ne d by a fellow  
m issionary. W e  do h ave  som e  funds available  for 
purch asing a car, but w e  still ne e d about $4,500. W e  are  
re ope ning our ve h icle  fund, w ith  th e  h ope s th at w e  can 
buy th is ve h icle  (e xactly lik e  our curre nt ve h icle , but in 
m uch  b ette r condition). Th is is a gre at opportunity for 
th ose  w h o w ant to h elp out w ith  a spe cial one -tim e  gift. 
O ur praye r is th at w e  h ave  th e  funds in place  soon!

Part 2: H ouse h old Setup Fund
As m e ntione d in our last praye r lette r w e  also h ave  a 
special project open for our h ouse h old setup. Even th ough  
w e  h ave  b e e n h e re  for seve ral m onth s now , th e re  still are  
som e  th ings w e  ne e d: a solar de e p fre e ze  so th at w e  can 
stock  up on food w h e n w e  sh op four h ours aw ay dow n in 
M aun is som eth ing th at is h igh  on our list. All togeth e r w e  
are  e stim ating w e  ne e d about $2,000 in th is fund for th e  
fre e ze r and oth e r th ings.

If you w ish  to contribute  to e ith e r of th e se  funds, please  
note  on your gift th at you w ant it use d for 'Beck e ndorf 
ve h icle  fund' or 'Beck e ndorf h ouse h old setup fund.'

Give  th ank s th at w e  h ave  so m any supporte rs w h o care  
de e ply about us.

Please  pray th at God w ould raise  up people  w h o w ill 
contribute  to th e se  spe cial projects.

Botsw ana Bits

Th e  last tim e  Tim  w as in M aun doing our m onth ly 
sh opping h e  w alk e d into th e  Butch e ry to buy som e  m e at 
w h ich  h e  w ould pick  up th e  ne xt day. H e  notice d th at pork  
w as liste d as available , so h e  ask e d th e  cle rk  if h e  could 
buy som e . Sure , no problem . So Tim  bough t 15 lbs. of 
pork . Th e  ne xt day Tim  stoppe d in for th e  m e at. 
Eve ryth ing w as ve ry nice , th e  orde r w as all vacuum  pack e d 
and re ady to go. H ow eve r, as Tim  w as paying h e  glance d 
dow n and notice d a little  stick e r on th e  m e at pack age . 
Close r inspection reveale d th at appare ntly 'w arth og' is 
conside re d pork . W e  are  w onde ring w h at w e  w ould h ave  
gotten if Tim  h ad ask e d for poultry. O strich ?

 Corre spondence  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support th is m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  out to 
Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y are  
for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : h ttps://lbt.gospelcom .net/involve/giftse c.ph p

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, and  Aaron Beck endorf

Aaron

Going across th e  rive r usually involve s a w ait for th e  
pontoon and som etim e s th e  w ait can b e  an h our and a h alf 
or m ore  de pe nding on h ow  m any cars ne e d to cross. 
Earlie r in th e  m onth  Aaron w e nt along w ith  us for a 
m e eting th at Lisa h ad for planning th e  ne xt lite racy 
w ork sh op.  Th e  w ait for th e  pontoon w as rath e r long th at 
day, so Aaron passe d th e  tim e  “fixing” eve ryth ing in th e  
truck . W e  took  out our tool pouch  and w ith  a plie rs and an 
assortm ent of e nd w re nch e s eve ryth ing w as tigh te ne d or 
adjuste d in and on th e  truck . Now  w h e neve r dad leave s th e  
h ouse  to tak e  th e  pontoon ove r th e  rive r, w e  h e ar th e  w h ole  
story of h ow  Aaron floate d on th e  w ate r, on th e  pontoon, 
and fixe d eve ryth ing on th e  truck  w ith  h is plie rs and 
w re nch e s. It is a story h e  neve r gets tire d of telling. Th e  trip 
on th e  rive r w asn't so e xciting as th e  tools h e  got to use .

Give  th ank s for Aaron as h e  grow s and develops.

Please  pray for w isdom  and guidance  as w e  continue  to 
learn about pare nting a soon to b e  2 ye ar old.




