
At th e W ell
Tim  and  Lisa Beck endorf, LBT m issionaries in Botsw ana

W e 've  M oved!

Gre etings from  soggy Sh ak aw e . Th at's righ t, it is soggy 
h e re ! In our last lette r w e  w e re  noting h ow  dry th ings 
w e re  and w e re  praying for rain. W ell, th e  rains arrive d 
and w e 've  h ad re cord am ounts so far. Usually th is part of 
th e  country re ce ive s about 19  to 21 inch e s a ye ar and 
since  Novem b e r w e 've  already re ce ive d ove r 42 inch e s. 
Eve ryth ing is gre e n and lush  and th e  bush  is tall and 
ove rgrow n. It is b e autiful, e xcept for th e  roads w h ich  are  
unde r w ate r m ost of th e  tim e  and ge ne rally a m e ss!

And ye s, w e  finally m ade  it up to Sh ak aw e  to live  but it 
took  som e  e ffort. As m y de ar frie nd and m e ntor, Rev. 
Gary Trow bridge  w ould say, W h at a Que st! Back  in th e  
m iddle  of January w e  found a h ouse  to re nt and for th e  
ne xt th re e  or four w e e k s w e  trie d to m ove. W e  h ad seve ral 
date s to m ove  all set but th e n th e y all m anage d to fall 
apart for one  re ason or anoth e r. Finally w e  h ook e d up 
w ith  a couple  w h o h ad m ove d from  Sh ak aw e  to 
Gabarone  and ne e de d a truck  to go up to Sh ak aw e  to 
pick  up th e ir b elongings. Th is w ould w ork  fine , w e  ne e d e d 
to get our stuff up north  and th e y ne e d e d to get th e ir stuff 
dow n south . Th ings w e re  going rath e r slow ly trying to 
find a truck  as th e y w e re  all too e xpe nsive . Th e n th e  
ph one  rang on a Tue sday nigh t and th e  couple  said th at 
th e y h ad a truck  line d up and th e  price  w as good so it 
w ould arrive  on Friday m orning at 2am  to load our stuff 
and h e ad up to Sh ak aw e . O k , so now  w e  got in ge ar to 
get our th ings pack e d up. W e  still h ad som e  bank ing in 
Gabarone  to tak e  care  of th at couldn't b e  finish e d until 
th e  ne xt w e e k , so Tim  w ould go to Sh ak aw e  w ith  th e  
h ire d truck  and com e  back  on Monday and th e n w e  
w ould m ove  th e  re st w ith  our pick up late r in th e  w e e k . 

So, Friday m orning arrive d, but as of 8 am  still no truck . 
Finally it sh ow e d up at 8:30 and w e  loade d up all our 
stuff, cove re d it w ell in tarp (it is th e  rainy se ason) and 
off w e  w e nt. Th e  truck  w as a 7 ton flat b e d construction 
truck  ow ne d by a frie nd of th e  couple. It h ad sid e s th at 
w e re  about a foot h igh  th at could flip dow n. Th e re  w as 
only room  in th e  cab for tw o people  so tw o of us rode  on 
th e  back  of th e  truck  for th e  tw o day trip to Sh ak aw e . 
Rid ing on th e  back  in th e  ope n air give s one  a diffe re nt 
pe rspe ctive  of th e  vie w . It w as actually quite  nice  rid ing 
back  th e re  as you could stretch  out and sle e p or just e njoy 
th e  vie w . People  often rid e  on th e  back  of truck s h e re , but 
it m ust b e  unusual to se e  w h ite  pe ople  on th e  back  of a 
truck  b e cause  w e  h ad lots of w ave s and th um bs up from  
people.

W e  m ade  it to Sh ak aw e  safe  and sound and w ith out too 
m uch  rain. W e  arrive d back  in Th am aga Monday evening, 
tire d but relieve d th at eve ryth ing w e nt so w ell. 

O n Th ursday, th e  16th , of Fe bruary w e  loade d our pick up 
and h e ade d back  tow ard Sh ak aw e . W e  staye d at anoth e r 
m issionary couple's h ouse  about h alf w ay up th e re  for th e  
nigh t and th e n h e ade d out on Friday m orning. Lisa cam e  
dow n w ith  som e  sym ptom s of m alaria so sh e  starte d 
tak ing tre atm ent righ t aw ay. Sh e  w as not fe eling ve ry 
w ell or e ne rgetic for th e  ne xt fe w  days but th ank fully th at 
w as th e  w orst of it.

So, now  w e 're  se ttling in, and busy fixing stuff on th e  
h ouse . It took  us about a w e e k  to get th e  w ate r w ork ing 
prope rly. Lisa w as not w illing to go dow n to th e  lagoon 
b e h ind th e  h ouse  and h aul w ate r w ith  a buck e t on h e r 
h e ad lik e  th e  local ladie s; th e  crocodile s w e  se e  cruising by 
th e  sh ore  m ay h ave  som eth ing to do w ith  th at. 

Th e  h ouse  h as a nice  vie w  of th e  lagoon and one  of th e  
ch annels th at com e  from  th e  m ain rive r. W e  se e  an 
incre d ible  varie ty of b irds, including a fish  e agle  th at is 
fun to w atch  as it dive s into th e  w ate r to snag a m eal. W e  
also se e  m e n in th e ir m ok oros (dug out canoe s) poling 
th em  th rough  th e  w ate r as th e y ch e ck  th e ir nets for fish . 
W e  also h ave  w atch e d som e  spe ctacular storm s com e  
across th e  delta. 

Jesus answ ered , "Everyone w h o d rink s th is w ater w ill be th irsty again, but w h oever d rink s th e w ater I give h im  w ill never th irst. Indeed , 
th e w ater I give h im  w ill becom e in h im  a spring of w ater w elling up to eternal life." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)

Loading up th e  truck  and cove ring our th ings w ith  tarps.



W e  also now  h ave  a garde ne r. W h e n Tim  w as h e re  to 
unload our stuff on th e  first trip, a m an ask e d if h e  could 
h ave  a job w ork ing outside  on th e  grounds since  h e  h ad 
b e e n a grounds k e e pe r for anoth e r lady w h o h ad now  
m ove d aw ay. Th e  yard is large  so w e  agre e d to h ave  h im  
com e  and w ork  on it in th e  m ornings. So far h e  h as 
plante d 15 fruit tre e s and is clearing a sizable  plot for a 
vegetable  garde n. W e  are  anxious to h ave  th e  tre e s and 
th e  garde n as it is not e asy to find fruit or vegetable s up 
h e re . 

Speak ing of food, th e  groce ry store  in th e  village  look s 
som eth ing lik e  th is: th e  first row  is cleaning supplie s, th e  
se cond row  h as m ore  cleaning supplie s, tobacco, and 
som e  h and lotion. Th e  ne xt row  h as a long stretch  of 
k e tch up and m ayonnaise  w ith  a good am ount of space  
allocate d to canne d sardine s and canne d corne d m e at. 
Th e n th e re  is th e  usual stretch  of flour, sugar, sorgh um , 
and corn as w ell as ingre d ie nts for traditional h om e  
b re w e d b e e r. Th e  last row  h as som e  irradiate d m ilk , som e  
soda, and a sm all fre e ze r w ith  som e  “froze n ch ick e ns” 
th at look  lik e  th e y've  b e e n froze n, th aw e d, and re froze n 
m any tim e s. In orde r to get “e xotic” item s lik e  e ggs, 
ch e e se , or sh am poo w e  h ave  to go dow n to Maun, w h ich  
is 4 1/2 h ours aw ay. Maun is also w h e re  w e  h ave  to go 
to acce ss our bank  to get cash  to pay for re nt, e tc., so 
about once  a m onth  w e 'll drive  dow n to Maun and also 
stock  up on ch e e se  and oth e r nicetie s. 

Pre se ntly w e  are  w ork ing to find language  h elpe rs. Tim  
h ad a tw o h our se ssion w ith  one  of th e  guys w h o is on th e  
language  developm ent com m itte e  to learn som e  of th e  
sounds of th e  language  and a fe w  basic gre e tings. It w as 
quite  ch allenging but w e  are  ve ry anxious to learn and 
are  re ally look ing forw ard to finding som eone  w h o can 
w ork  w ith  us on a daily basis.

Praye rs and Praise s

It h as b e e n quite  a journe y to get h e re  and w e  th ank  all of 
you for your part in m ak ing it h appen. W e  couldn't do 
th is w ith out your praye rs and support.

Join us in giving th ank s:
* for a safe  and uneventful m ove
* for w onde rful colleague s and frie nds h e re
* for all of you, our partne rs in th is m inistry
* for good h e alth

Please  pray:
- for us to find th e  righ t language  h elpe rs
- for th e  ab ility to learn th is d ifficult language
- for continue d good h e alth  and stre ngth

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, and  Aaron Beck endorf

 Corre spondence  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support th is m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  out to 
Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y are  
for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : 
h ttps://w w w .gospelcom .net/lbt/involve/giftse c.h tm

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Sh ak aw e

W e  m ove d from  ne ar Gabarone  in th e  south  up to Sh ak aw e  
in th e  north .




