
At th e W ell
Tim  and  Lisa Beck endorf, LBT m issionaries in Botsw ana

W h at doe s th is m ean?

In our last praye r lette r w e  w rote  about th e  
transcrib ing th at w e  w e re  doing of re corde d storie s. 
W ell, th is last m onth  I (Tim ) h ave  b e e n w ork ing to 
analyze  th e  gram m ar of K h w e dam  base d on som e  of 
th e  storie s th at m y h elpe r, M ose s, and I h ave  
translate d into English . Th e  proce ss h as b e e n going 
rath e r slow ly but it h as b e e n ve ry e nligh te ning. For 
e xam ple , in sim ple  se ntence s and in isolation m ost 
w ords are  rath e r sh ort and sim ple , but in a stre am  of 
spe e ch  th e y sudde nly h ave  all k inds of e ndings th at I 
h ave  not e ncounte re d b e fore . So, w h e n translating 
th e  storie s into English  I w ould ask  w h at th e  ne w  
e nding m eant. Most of th e  tim e  th e  answ e r w as, "O h  
th at h as no m eaning, it's just th e  w ay w e  say it." or 
"Th at just says som eth ing about th is w ord" or "Th at 
just m eans 'going'" (and th is w as in a five  w ord 
se ntence  w h e re  th re e  of th e  w ords suppose dly m eant 
'go'). H m m m . So, w e  k e pt look ing for th e  sam e  
e ndings on oth e r w ords and in oth e r conte xts and 
finally figure d out w h at tw o of th e  e ndings m e ant. I 
h ave  b e e n sm iling for a w e e k  and trying to find 
som eone  w h o can sh are  m y e xcitem e nt ove r th is 
"gre at" gram m atical discove ry. Gue ss w h y you are  
re ading about it.

Next I w ill b egin look ing at th e  structure  of th e  storie s 
to try to unde rstand h ow  th e  language  clue s th e  
liste ne r as to w h e re  th e  h igh  and low  points are  in a 
story. Th is is m y favorite  part of language  analysis, 
and th ank fully th e re  is anoth e r m issionary in th e  
country w h o also e njoys it so w e  can com pare  
findings and not bore  our fam ilie s to tears. 

• Please  pray th at Tim  w ill h ave  th e  sk ills to do a 
good job of language  analysis.
• Th ank  God th at Tim  h as w illing language  h elpe rs 

to h elp w ith  translating th e  storie s, and pray th at 
th e se  h elpe rs w ill b ecom e  inte re ste d in learning h ow  
th e ir language  w ork s.

Fam ily M atte rs

Th e  New  Year b egan for us m uch  in th e  w ay it e nde d, 
w ith  Lisa fe eling sick  and e xh auste d. W h ile  th is is not 
such  good ne w s on th e  surface , it doe s m e an th at 
Aaron w ill h ave  a sibling to contend w ith  som etim e  in 
August. For various re asons, w e 'd lik e  to h ave  th e  
delive ry of th e  baby in th e  U.S., so th at m eans w e  
h ave  som e  planning to do for a State sid e  visit. W e  are  
h oping th at w e  can com b ine  th e  b irth  of th e  baby 
w ith  som e  visits to congregations and also w ith  Tim  
tak ing a class or tw o dow n in Dallas w h e re  h e  is 
w ork ing on h is m aste rs in linguistics. Righ t now  no 
plans h ave  b e e n finalize d but th e y ne e d to b e  soon.

• Please  pray for w isdom  in planning our tim e  in th e  
State s.
• Please  pray for a norm al, h e alth y pregnancy and a 
safe  and succe ssful delive ry of our ne w  ch ild.

Jesus answ ered , "Everyone w h o d rink s th is w ater w ill be th irsty again, but w h oever d rink s th e w ater I give h im  w ill never th irst. Indeed , 
th e w ater I give h im  w ill becom e in h im  a spring of w ater w elling up to eternal life." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)

A rough  analysis and fre e  translation. Doe sn't it look  lik e  fun!



M one y M atte rs

W e  m e ntione d in our last praye r lette r th e  ne e d for a 
se cond ve h icle  and additional funds for our h ouse h old 
setup. Your re sponse  h as b e e n ove rw h elm ing and both  
funds w e re  fully funde d w ith in a m atte r of w e e k s. W e  
are  re ally h um ble d, ove rw h elm e d, and filled w ith  
th ank sgiving for all of you. Your support of th is 
m inistry is just am azing and w e  th ank  God for e ach  
of you.

• Give  th ank s th at w e  h ave  so m any supporte rs w h o 
care  de e ply about th is m inistry and us.

Botsw ana Bits

Botsw ana ave rage s 8 h ours of sunsh ine  a day ye ar 
round so it m ak e s se nse  to use  th is fre e  e ne rgy source  
as m uch  as possible. O ne  of our ne igh bors built som e  
sun ovens w h ich  are  basically a w oode n box w ith  a 
double  pane d glass lid th at is situate d at a 30 degre e  
angle  to th e  base . Th e re  is also a m irror th at re flects 
th e  sun into th e  box. It re quire s ch e ck ing about eve ry 
h our to re position it as th e  sun m ove s but it w ork s 
gre at! Th e  first day w e  use d it w e  cook e d b re ad, rice , 
and corn m eal porridge  for th e  dogs, and w h e n th ose  
w e re  done  (in th re e  h ours) Tim  w as e xcite dly look ing 
for som eth ing else  w e  could cook . It is nice  not to h e at 
up th e  h ouse  cook ing w ith  a conventional oven 

(e spe cially during th e  
sum m e r!) and also not using 
any gas. Alth ough  w e  usually 
look  forw ard to cloudy days, 
th e  sunny days are  gre at for 
cook ing.

E-Update s Available

If you h ave  acce ss to e -m ail and w ould lik e  to re ce ive  
m ore  m onth ly update s on our m inistry and w h at is 
h appening in our live s, just drop us a line  at 
tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org letting us k now  you w ould lik e  
to b e  adde d to our list. Th e  update s are  usually fairly 
sh ort and com e  out th e  b e ginning of e ach  m onth .

 Corre spondence  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support th is m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  out to 
Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y are  
for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : h ttps://lbt.gospelcom .net/involve/giftse c.ph p

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, and  Aaron Beck endorf

Aaron

Aaron cele brate d h is se cond b irth day on th e  27th  of 
January. Because  M om  w asn't fe eling w ell, Dad bak e d 
a "cak e" for Aaron. I've  neve r claim e d to b e  a bak e r 
and th is cak e  w as th e  proof. For lack  of prope r 
ingre d ie nts as w ell as sk ill, th e  b irth day cak e  w as 
m ore  lik e  a ve ry firm  pudding, but w e  e njoye d th e  
cele bration in spite  of it.  Aaron w as m ore  inte re ste d 
in th e  pre se nts anyw ay (m ore  tools!).

• Give  th ank s for Aaron as h e  grow s and develops.
• Please  pray for anoth e r ble sse d ye ar of ph ysical and 
spiritual grow th  for Aaron.




