
At th e W ell
Tim  and  Lisa Beck endorf, LBT m issionaries in Botsw ana

Trip to th e  U.S.

As th ose  of you w h o re ce ive  our e -update s k now , 
Lisa's dad suffe re d a strok e  on th e  31st of March . 
Th ings w e re  look ing pretty good th e  ne xt day, but 
th e n appare ntly h e  suffe re d one  or tw o m ore  strok e s. 
Lisa's siste r flew  from  South  Carolina to b e  w ith  Lisa's 
m om  and w as able  to stay for a w e e k , th e n Lisa's 
aunt flew  from  Albuque rque  to spe nd tw o w e e k s w ith  
Lisa's m om . Lisa w as ve ry anxious to b e  w ith  h e r 
m om  to h elp out, so w ith  th e  pe rm ission of LBT w e  
arrange d to com e  back  to th e  State s e arly to b egin a 
'm ini' furlough .

W e  left our h om e  in Sh ak aw e  on a Monday to drive  
dow n to Maun to catch  a fligh t th e re  to 
Joh anne sburg, South  Africa. Just for a b it of 
e xcitem e nt, about 40 m inute s from  Maun th e  
alte rnator b elt on th e  truck  cam e  apart and took  out 
th e  fan b elt w ith  it. So w h ile  Lisa, Aaron, and our 
frie nd w h o w as going to drive  our truck  back  up to 
Sh ak aw e  w aite d in th e  sh ade  of a ne arby tre e , I 
re place d th e  b elts and 45 m inute s late r w e  w e re  on 
our w ay again.  Aside  from  th at bum p in th e  road, 
our travels w e nt w ith out a h itch . W e  arrive d w e ary 
but w ell in St. Louis on W e dne sday afte rnoon, April 

25th .
Lisa's m om  m et us 
at th e  airport and 
w e  w e nt from  th e re  
to th e  h ospital to 
visit Lisa's dad. 
Unfortunately just 

as w e  arrive d an am bulance  cre w  w as in th e  m idst of 
tak ing h im  to a ne arby em e rge ncy room  as h is h e art 
rate  h ad droppe d ve ry low  and h e  w as unre sponsive. 
H e  h ad aspirate d food into h is lungs and w as m ove d 
to intensive  care  and put on a ventilator. Each  day 

h as b e e n a rolle r coaste r, one  day up and th e  ne xt day 
a se t back . H e  h as h ad pne um onia and seve ral 
infections (caugh t w h ile  in th e  h ospital), but now  h e  
is aw aiting evaluations by all th e  various th e rapists 
and doctors so th e  doctors can asce rtain th e  e ffects of 
th e  strok e s and h e  can b egin re h ab ilitation. So far, h e  
is able  to com m unicate , m ove  h is h ands, arm s, and 
legs w ith  e ffort, and can re ason w ell, but is still 
ne e d ing h elp w ith  h is b re ath ing -- th ough  h ope fully 
h e  can b e  w e ane d off th e  ventilator soon. Alth ough  I 
w as ve ry reluctant to leave  Botsw ana at th is tim e , w e  
are  glad to b e  h e re  to h elp out.

• Please  give  th ank s for our safe  and uneventful 
travels.
• Please  pray th at Lisa's dad w ould b e  grante d 
h e aling and re storation of h e alth  and m ob ility.

Now  th at w e  are  h e re  . . .

W e  plan to b e  in Re d Bud, Illinois, w ith  Lisa's m om  
until th e  e nd of June . At th at tim e  w e 'll b e  up in 
Appleton, W I, for m y pare nt's 50th  w e dding 
annive rsary and at th is point plan to stay th e re  for 
th e  b irth  of th e  baby. W e  are  anxious to h ave  som e  
doctor visits for Lisa and th e  baby as th e re  h as b e e n 
little  to no pre natal care/m onitoring in Botsw ana. 

W h ile  w aiting for our baby w e  w ill also b e  visiting a 
fe w  congregations. Th ough  w e  do not h ave  a sch e dule  
yet, w e  h ope  to se e  congregations in W isconsin, 
M inne sota, Easte rn Ne brask a, and th e  D etroit are a of 
M ich igan. 

• Please  pray for w isdom  in planning visits to 
congregations.
• Please  pray for a norm al, h e alth y pregnancy and a 
safe  and succe ssful delive ry of our se cond ch ild.

Jesus answ ered , "Everyone w h o d rink s th is w ater w ill be th irsty again, but w h oever d rink s th e w ater I give h im  w ill never th irst. Indeed , 
th e w ater I give h im  w ill becom e in h im  a spring of w ater w elling up to eternal life." 

Joh n 4:13, 14 (NIV)



Language  Learning on h old?

As Aaron w ould say, No W ay Jose . Language  learning 
w ill just b e  done  w ith  a diffe re nt approach . For th e  
w e e k  b e fore  w e  left, w h ile  trying to get eve ryth ing 
buttone d up, I spe nt a conside rable  am ount of tim e  
w ith  m y language  h elpe rs w ork ing th rough  one  of th e  
fable s th at w e  h ad re corde d and transcrib e d. W e  
w ork e d th rough  translating it w ord for w ord in a 
lite ral fash ion into English  and th e n w e  d id a fre e  
translation into English . 

Now  th at I h ave  th at done  I can w ork  th rough  th e  
te xt in a num b e r of w ays analyzing and trying to 
unde rstand h ow  th e  language  w ork s in a narrative. I 
w ill b e  busy w ith  just th is one  te xt for m onth s, as it is 
rath e r length y. It is th e  story of a jack al w h o goe s 
h unting w ith  h is uncle , th e  lion. Th e  lion trick s h is 
ne ph e w  into e ating th e  lungs of th e  eland th at th e  
ne ph e w  k illed inste ad of th e  ch oice  fat portions, 
w h ich  th e  lion k e pt for h im self. Th e  story continue s 
w ith  th e  ne ph e w  plotting to k ill not only h is uncle  th e  
lion but also th e  lion's w ife , th e  jack al's aunt. It is a 
rath e r violent and grizzly story as m ost of th e  fable s 
I've  collecte d so far h ave  b e e n. Th e y are  not e xactly 
b e d tim e  re ading for ch ildre n.

Ente ring th e  te xt into th e  com pute r and doing an 
inte rline ar analysis w ill also allow  m e  to continue  
w ork  on th e  lexicon th at w e 've  b egun as e ach  
w ord/m orph em e  is e nte re d into th e  lexicon database  
as I analyze  th em . Along w ith  look ing at te xt and 
disse cting it, I h ave  num e rous re cordings th at I can 
liste n to in orde r to sh arpe n m y liste ning sk ills. Th is 
w ill give  m e  plenty of w ork  to do for learning 
language  even th ough  w e  are  about 13,000 m ile s 

 Corre spondence  and Support Inform ation

You m ay support th is m inistry w ith  gifts m ade  out to 
Luth e ran Bible  Translators and indicate  th at th e y are  
for th e  Beck e ndorf M inistry. Th e y m ay b e  m aile d to:
     Luth e ran Bible  Translators 
     303 North  Lak e  Stre e t, Box 2050
     Aurora, IL 60507-2050.
You m ay also contribute  on-line  th rough  LBT’s se cure  
w e b  site : h ttps://lbt.gospelcom .net/involve/giftse c.ph p

Additionally, you m ay also support our m inistry by 
using electronic fund transfe r. Please  call LBT@  
1-800-532-4253 for details.

You m ay contact us at:

e -m ail: tlbeck e ndorf@ LBT.org
w e b  site : h ttp://w w w .LBT.org/b eck e ndorf

Your se rvants in Ch rist,

        Tim , Lisa, and  Aaron Beck endorf

Aaron

As h e  w as tw o ye ars ago, once  again Aaron w as a 
te rrific little  travele r. H e  w e ath e re d th e  fligh ts m uch  
b ette r th an m om  or dad but h e y, h e  w as able  to 
stretch  out ove r tw o se ats and sle e p m uch  of th e  tim e .

Since  arriving, h e  h as h ad h is fill of "big truck s" and 
tractors. Th e re  are  h ouse s b e ing built ne xt door and 
across th e  stre e t from  Lisa's pare nt's h ouse , so h e  h as 
b e e n able  to w atch  cem e nt truck s com ing and going, 
w h ich  h as b e e n a th rill for h im . 

• Give  th ank s for Aaron as h e  grow s and develops.
• Please  pray for adaptab ility for Aaron as w e  w ill b e  
doing a lot of traveling and visiting w h ile  h e re  in th e  
U.S.

Th e  fun doe sn't stop w ith  transcrib ing!




